
“Sanctuary” Lyrics 
 
All my life I’ve fought for somewhere to be safe 
A place to settle down and not be seen 
While other woman sought for gold and 
sapphires  
I knew that life in modesty is where the 
grass is green 
 
I met a man who said I’d live a life carefree  
Nothing big nor brash nor buxom, 
something small 
He was plain and sometimes vulgar but he 
cared for me 
And my mother said that love is somewhere 
woman seldom fall 
 
But when I entered these walls  
This house he called mine  
This hidden presence held my hand  
And say don’t worry this is by design 
 
It was sanctuary  
Sanctuary for the first time  
God was right there with me 
In this home he gave me sanctuary 
 
As years went by the streets would change 
and stores would close  
This little slice of heaven morphed and grew 
My husband started drinking during day 
shifts  
And I alone was left responsible for all of 
you 
 
My children were the only thing that fueled 
me 
My life dictated by their hopes and dreams  
But then I lost my boys as they went off to 
bloody lands  
And I caught myself unraveling and tearing 
at the seams  
 

 
 
So I entered the walls  
Of the church down the street 
And that hidden presence held my hand  
And said don’t worry it’s my plan,  
don’t retreat  
 
I’ll give you sanctuary  
Sanctuary each and every time 
Yes god was right there with me 
Through the stained glass he gave me 
sanctuary 
 
And oh I felt his presence 
And oh he made me feel safe 
All I ever wanted, and wished for and 
prayed for 
Where only he could judge this lifeless 
person I became 
Where everyone around me was the same 
 
And now I’m faced with a decision that 
consumes me 
Give up my sanctuary or my son 
And Ollie, mom is sorry, but she’s weaker 
than she wants 
Ollie, I’m so sorry, but I know what must be 
done. 
 
I choose sanctuary. 
My sanctuary. 
I hope that god won’t leave me. 
Or you, my boy, it’s true my boy.  
I pray my god will give you what I just can’t 
give  
A sanctuary where one day you’ll live 

 


