
TITLE: Leaves

COLLABORATORS: 
Book by Stephen Nolly  
Music by Angela Parrish  
Lyrics by Stephen Nolly 

CHARACTERS: 
Lead Character’s Name – Kato (short for Quatorze) (28) 
Another Character’s Name – Chen (52) mother of Bao 
Another Character’s Name – Bao (32) son

Who is your main character? – Kato  

 
What does she want? – She wants to leave so she can find a connection to 
someone, away from the societal oppression of China. 

 
What stops her from getting it? – She is poor and has no prospects. She is a 
single, unmarried woman, known in China as a “Leftover Woman”. She was raised in 
an orphanage because of the “one-child” policy, so she has commitment issues, 
fearing that she will be expected to have children if she gets married, and she could 
not bear to make a tough choice if she has a female child. So she sequesters 
herself, even though she longs for a connection. 



OUTLINE 

Kato sits at her table, fixing her neon sign, swearing at it as she works. Then she apologizes to 
the sign for losing her temper, and ask forgiveness to the neon-sign-gods, for her shortness, but 
she has been struggling for so long, and if they could just help her - and then the sign sparks back 
to life. As she hangs the “tea leaves, fortunes read” sign up in the window, of her literal, hole in 
the wall in rural China a wealthy woman (Chen) enters her stall and Kato is excited to have 
business. The woman starts by asking Kato questions - personal questions - such as what kind of 
name is “Kato” for a Chinese girl, since it sounds Japanese. Chen correctly notes that Kato is a 
“Leftover Woman” due to her age and lack of finances, and was probably an orphan, because no 
loving family would let her carry on the way she is. Chen tells Kato how important family is, 
something that strikes a chord in Kato. Chen does not want a “bare branch” on her family tree 
due to her son’s inability to find a wife. She assumes that Kato is a prostitute, but is willing to 
overlook her past and love her like a daughter. Chen confesses her own mother was a “comfort 
woman” during the Sino-Japanese war, confessing her own prejudice against the Japanese, but 
also stating that Fate sometimes gives women limited choices. She wants to take Kato from a life 
of prostitution and make her a daughter by marrying Kato to her son, who has been cowering 
silently behind his mother the entire time. Chen explains that Bao is not married, and it is a 
terrible thing for a man to not have a wife. What would he leave behind? Unmarried, his soul 
would spend eternity alone in the afterlife. So she makes Kato an offer: to marry her son, for 
which Chen holds out more money than Kato has ever seen.

Kato takes great offense at this and insists she is not a prostitute, nor a baby factory,  and tells 
Chen that she is a Fortune Teller. She informs Chen that she will read her tea leaves if she is 
interested, or else Chen can leave. Chen counters by offering her an insane amount of money just 
for her time, in an effort to convince her. Kato agrees, but states she makes no promises, only to 
follow wherever the tea leads her. Chen agrees. Kato boils some water, but Chen refuses to drink 
the “cheap tea” that fortune tellers use, and she offers her own from her purse. Kato accepts and 
makes tea for them both. Kato drinks her tea as Chen talks about her son as if he isn’t even in the 
room. Bao looks on as a passive witness as his mother tells stories that embarrass and emasculate 
him. Kato interrupts and says she would like to hear from Bao himself. Bao comes forward to the 
table and sits with Kato as she drinks her tea. Kato takes another sip then interrupts Chen, 
insisting on spending time with Bao alone. Chen leaves without another word. Bao is 
embarrassed by his mother’s behavior, and tells Kato that she doesn’t have to do anything. Kato 
states that she can make up her own mind, and she won’t be told what to do by him, or his 
mother, an attitude that has probably marked her as “unfit for marriage”. Bao asks her why she 
never married. Kato tells him her full name is “Quatorze”, a name her birth mother thought was 
beautiful without knowing the meaning. Bao recognizes that the name, which translated in 
Mandarin is “shi si”, which means both “14” and “is dead”, and Kato says this probably scares 
away serious suitors - including his mother, if she knew. Bao says he doesn’t mind, and he isn’t 
superstitious. She says that she isn’t superstitious, but that’s only because she KNOWS about the 
supernatural. Bao jokingly wonders if he can get over that. She says that she tells fortunes 
because the spirits from the other side give her comfort in a way she cannot find with people in 
this world. But, still, she is grateful to her mother for sparing her life when she was born with 
burden of being a female, and how she could never make that decision. She asks him why he 
never married. He responds with talk about the pressure of societal expectation, and how he 



never felt like a good son, so how was he supposed to be a good husband? So he gave up and just 
lets his mother do what she wants. He is tired of being that nail that stands up, because that is the 
nail that is hammered down. Despite all the red-flags, these two seem to be having a good time. 
Then she finishes her tea, looks at the leaves, and her face drops.

Then she asks him when he died. He hesitates, pretending not to hear, but she persists. He admits 
that he is a spirit, and that he committed suicide three days ago. He was lost, unfit for this world, 
and he couldn’t do it anymore. She feels a great connection to him. She asks him questions about 
his character, interrogating him aggressively. He is candid with her, and confesses that his mother  
may have nefarious motives. In order to not be alone in the afterlife, his “death tablet” must 
show that he is married, and for his honor to remain intact, that woman must be faithful until 
death. So Chen wanted someone who wouldn’t be missed, because she was going to murder 
Bao’s new bride. Bao then reassures Kato and says he doesn’t believe his mother is capable of it. 
Then Kato thanks him for his honesty, and says that because of that, she sees he is a worthy and 
honorable  man and she will marry him. He says he doesn’t understand, and asks why she isn’t 
afraid. She says it’s because of what she read in the tea leaves: Not only did they tell her that Bao 
has has passed into the spirit world, she also saw her name. She saw “14”. Or conversely, she 
saw the tea leaves tell her that she “is dead”, poisoned by the tea itself. But she tells him that just 
like him, she never found a connection in this world. Maybe she was destined to find it in the 
next one. Bao responds sweetly that he can’t believe his wife is so superstitious.


