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David F. Smith 

Summary of Creative Writing 

 

Musical 

Book/Lyrics: NORMAN! (2019).  A prequel based on the classic film Psycho that explores all 

aspects of the bizarre relationship between Norman Bates and his Mother.  There 

are elements of parody but also moments of heartbreak and sadness.  Just when 

the audience feels sure it is all a joke, we throw them a curve ball showing that the 

characters feel real pain.  Collaboration with composer Kelly Krebs arising out of 

Nautilus Music-Theater Composer-Librettist Studio.  Seeking rights. 

 

Libretti: DYNAMITE BOB (2018).  The family story behind the bombing of the Sixteenth 

Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama in 1963, in which four young 

black girls were killed.  The niece of ringleader Robert Chambliss, haunted by the 

spirit of the youngest girl who died in the blast, overcomes her demons and finds 

the courage to testify against him.  Rights held by the author.  Adaptation of the 

author’s play GRACE, discussed below. 

 

 MASTERSON (2017).  A financial tycoon is tormented by demons from his past 

as he and his son try to break free of the family curse.  Loosely based on scandals 

that surrounded the Caspersen family in 2008 and 2016.  In development in 

collaboration with composer Joseph Turrin. 

 

UNDER THE VOLCANO (2015).  Based on classic Malcolm Lowry novel of 

1940.  The last day in the life of a brilliant alcoholic in exile in a small town in 

Mexico; he struggles with PTSD from WWI as his personal life collapses.  Need 

rights from Sterling Lord Literistic. 

 

Plays: MAN WITH BLUE GUITAR (2011).  Fantasia on the life of poet Wallace 

Stevens, exploring the intersection of his personal life and his poetry.  Rights 

obtained from Random House by the author.  Workshop production Asolo 

Conservatory, Sarasota FL (2011).   

 

GRACE (2005).  See above.  A courageous woman's lifelong struggle to 

overcome the demons of her childhood in Alabama; the true family story behind 

the Birmingham church bombing of 1963.  Rights obtained by the author.  Second 

Prize, National History Play Contest sponsored by Sprenger-Lang Foundation; 

development grant from Arch and Bruce Brown Foundation.  Minor productions: 

Studio @ 620, St. Petersburg FL (2007); Riverfront Theatre, Bradenton FL 

(2006); workshop Abingdon Theatre NYC 2004. 
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WALLACE STEVENS AT KEY WEST (2004).  The famous poet is visited by 

his muse in Key West; imagined circumstances surrounding the composition of 

“The Idea of Order at Key West.”  Commissioned by LiveArts Peninsula 

Foundation, St. Petersburg FL; Winner, Florida Playfest one-act play competition.  

Minor production by Eckerd Theatre Company at Ruth Eckerd Hall, Clearwater 

FL (2005).   

 

THE GOOD LIFE (2000).  The purchase of a beach house precipitates the break-

up of a marriage, but new understanding comes with the pain.  Scenes from work 

in progress performed by Columbia Dramatists 1999. 

 

 

Novels: RAGGED PALMS, SCREAMING SKY (IN PROGRESS).  Harrowing but 

darkly humorous portrait of middle-aged refugee of Wall Street now marooned in 

Florida after being wiped out in the 2008 financial crash.  He must deal with the 

impending collapse of his second marriage, crazy attacks from his first wife, 

serious problems of his older children and the challenges of raising his two young 

girls.  His mind is full of great poetry and literature; he is confused and 

increasingly believes he has wasted his life.  Everything comes to a crisis in 

which he must come to terms with himself.   

  

Poetry: “A Wedding Prayer” (1997).  Occasional poem upon the author’s wedding; self-

published in memory book for author’s late wife. 

 

 OASIS (1999).  Unpublished chapbook. 

 

Education: COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY CREATIVE WRITING CENTER, New York City 

(1997-1999). Courses in Fiction, Poetry, Playwriting, Screenwriting.  Member, 

Columbia Dramatists. 

 DUKE UNIVERSITY, Durham, NC  (1970-1974).  B.A., magna cum laude, with 

Distinction in English. 

Professional Affiliations: 

 DRAMATISTS GUILD 

 OPERA AMERICA; Member, New Works Forum 

 MINNESOTA OPERA.  Member, Board of Directors; Member, New Works 

Committee. 

Agent: Susan Schulman, A Literary Agency 

 susan@schulmanagency.com  

mailto:susan@schulmanagency.com
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Contact Information: 

 

 E-mail: davidsmith2552@yahoo.com 

 Mobile: (727) 409-4099 

  

   

mailto:davidsmith2552@yahoo.com

