
AN AMERICAN MILITARY BASE IN THE AMAZON RAIN FOREST 2055

FADE IN:

EXT. MILITARY BASE - DAY

Military base atop a jungle plateau. Four battalions prep for 
an evacuation. THREE SCIENTISTS arrive in a truck with JACOB 
STRAUSS and offload an 8x10x12 ft container marked 
“Confidential - Facility Five”. View pans out to reveal two 
outposts above steep incline defending access into the base.  

EXT. MILITARY OUTPOST 1 - DAY

Sgt COLTON SANDS checks the time and lifts an M-60, his thick 
biceps bulging as he breaks the weapon down and tosses pieces 
down the hill. Sgt ISAAC BLAKE scribbles in a notepad as SAM 
LOPEZ fingers a crucifix and reads the Army Times.  

INSERT: HEADLINE - “CANDIDATES TO BE CHOSEN FOR THE PROMISE”

BACK TO OUTPOST 1

COLTON
(Motioning to the paper)

It’s all a bunch of bullshit, ya 
know--the whole Promise thing.

SAM
It says the Governor’s picking the 
Bachelor from our brigade.

ISAAC
Wouldn’t catch me dead doing it.

SAM
Don’t want any of that Founder 
Pussy, huh?

ISAAC
I just wanna be done with all this.

Colton tosses a last part over the sandbags and looks up to 
the sky as Sam forms on a goat-getting grin on his face.

SAM
But you could write a poem about 
it. Bitches love that shit.

Isaac stops scribbling and closes the notebook.



(MORE)
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COLTON
Where the hell are they?

SAM
Airlift’s always fuckin’ late.

COLTON
We can’t afford late. The ceasefire 
ends in an hour. 

Sam sets up behind the sandbags and peers through binoculars:

EXT. HILLSIDE - DAY

TWO ENEMY SOLDIERS low-crawl toward the wire leading to 
explosives tucked beneath a line of boulders. 

EXT. MILITARY OUTPOST 2 - DAY 

Three soldiers lie dead with their throats cut. 

EXT. MILITARY OUTPOST 1 - DAY

SAM
Colton...look!

Colton takes the binoculars as Sam sights the enemy soldiers. 

SAM (CONT'D)
Ceasefire, my ass. Say the word.

ISAAC
You pull that trigger, and we’re 
the ones breaking it. 

SAM
And if we don’t, Isaac, then what?

A HUM OF ENGINES from five large hovercraft planes overhead.

COLTON
What the hell are those?

Momentarily distracted, Sam returns to his binoculars. 

SAM
They cut the line!

COLTON
Cover me... Don’t shoot unless... 
(To Isaac) Take the point. 

(MORE)
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COLTON (CONT'D)
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If I don’t make it, get up there as 
fast as you can. They won’t wait.

Colton fixes his bayonet.

EXT. HILLSIDE - DAY

Colton is met by TWO SOLDIERS with knives. Fights them off, 
but is injured. He repairs the line, and limps off. A wounded 
enemy soldier aims at Colton. A GUNSHOT. The soldier dies. 

EXT. MILITARY OUTPOST 1 - DAY

GUNFIRE ERUPTS everywhere. Sam, an eye on his scope, is shot. 

EXT. HILLSIDE - DAY

Helicopters gunships zip overhead LAYING GROUNDFIRE. HAYDEN 
STRAUSS pilots one. Another one is hit by enemy fire and 
EXPLODES ON IMPACT into the hillside. Voices over the radio. 

RADIO VOICE
Abort, abort... return to base 
asap. Evacuation underway.

HAYDEN
Fuck.

He turns, but sees the enemy advancing to the outpost about 
to cut Colton off. He banks right and launches a missile to 
stop them--success, but he’s hit and is leaking fuel. 

EXT. MILITARY OUTPOST 1 - DAY

Colton jumps into the outpost past Sam to push the detonator. 

EXT. HILLSIDE - DAY

A HUGE EXPLOSION and LANDSLIDE stops the enemy, who shift in 
a wave around the debris toward the other outpost. 

EXT. MILITARY OUTPOST 1 - DAY

Colton drops to a knee and hoists Sam on his back, who 
manages a single sentence before passing out. 

SAM
So much for the ceasefire.

COLTON (CONT'D)
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EXT. JUNGLE ROAD - DAY

Isaac on the road, GUNFIRE everywhere, as an ENEMY SOLDIER 
appears, his gun jamming. Isaac freezes as Colton arrives, 
drops Sam and shoots the soldier. Sam regains consciousness 
and sees the dead enemy as Isaac hoists him into the Humvee.

EXT. TARMAC OF MILITARY BASE - DAY 

Three aircraft in the air, a fourth closing it’s doors as 
Hayden crash lands, escaping before it bursts into flames. He 
races to the last aircraft still loading personnel.  

Isaac jumps from the Humvee and Colton limps to the loading 
ramp. FRANKLIN WRIGHT, a gray-haired HOMSEC agent, along with 
Jacob Strauss, in a sports coat, help Hayden and Colton. 

HAYDEN
Glad you could make it. 

JACOB
A Hurricane grounded The C-17s, so--

HAYDEN
You brought your latest toys.

JACOB
Couldn’t give you all the glory.

Sam wakes up as Isaac carries him toward the plane. 

SAM
Thanks. 

COLTON
(Confused about the plane)

What is this?

FRANKLIN
The future... 

JACOB
And your salvation.

INT. AIRCFAFT CARGO HOLD - DAY

Soldiers elbow-to-elbow as the aircraft takes to the air. 
Jacob stands at a control panel beside the container marked 
“Facility Five”. TWO SOLDIERS eye it with suspicion. Through 
a window we see a hoard of enemy troops swarm into the base.
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EXT. MILITARY BASE - DAY

ENEMY SOLDIERS jump into helicopters, vehicles and artillery. 
One points a shoulder launched missile toward the aircraft. 

INT. AIRCFAFT CARGO HOLD - DAY

Franklin looks at Jacob.

FRANKLIN
Clear.

Jacob pushes a button on the control panel 

EXT. MILITARY BASE - DAY

Two missiles LAUNCH from each plane and destroy every inch of 
the base in a MASSIVE EXPLOSION. 

INT. MUSEUM IN FOUNDER CITY - DAY

GERTRUDE STRAUSS (early fifties) steps through a turnstile 
and stops in front of two entrances with elaborate signs. 

INSERT: SIGN - The Louvre – Paris, France - 1793-2041 / 
Founder City, USA - 2045 -

INSERT: SIGN - The Musee d’Orsay – Paris, France – 1986-2041 
/ Founder City, USA – 2045 - 

BACK TO MUSEUM

She steps into the Louvre to find her 24 year-old daughter, 
BECCA STRAUSS, in front of “The Embarkation for Cythera.” 
Becca avoids turning around when she hears her mother’s voice

GERTRUDE
There’s more to life that staring 
at old paintings.

BECCA
Is it true?

GERTRUDE
Yes, you’ve been chosen for The 
Promise.

BECCA
I know. I just got off the phone 
with dad. But I’m talking about the 
art. He said--
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GERTRUDE
Your father doesn’t speak to you 
for four years, and yet he’s the 
one who gets to celebrate the news.

BECCA
To be clear. I was the one not 
speaking to him... and I’m not 
exactly celebrating.

GERTRUDE
Well, you should be. It’s an honor. 

BECCA
It’s a glorified dating game.

GERTRUDE
Think of it as building upon your 
grandfather’s legacy. He was more 
than just a Founder, after all. He 
envisioned a Capitol surrounded by 
nature--a city inhabited by people 
willing to preserve a way of life. 
You’re a Kingston, and the Senator, 
God rest his soul, would see this 
as the chance of a lifetime.

BECCA
...When I told dad I was looking at 
this painting, he said-- 

GERTRUDE
Quite the conversation, I see. Next 
thing I know, you’ll be like your 
brother and take his side.

BECCA
I’m not Hayden... and this isn’t 
about taking sides.

GERTRUDE
That’s what everything’s about.

BECCA
Dad said the painting...it... it 
isn’t real. How is that possible?

GERTRUDE
They made copies, hoping to replace 
and save the originals, but things 
fell apart faster than expected. 
Less than half originals survived.
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Gertrude guides Becca away, past art conspicuously lacking in 
diversity: “The Raft of Medusa”, “Liberty Guiding the 
People”, “Winged Victory of Samothrace” “Venus de Milo” ... 

BECCA
And the rest? 

GERTRUDE
Burned by a mob. 

BECCA
So, how’d they all end up here?

GERTRUDE
I’m surprised your father didn’t 
tell you. He likes to play the part 
of a hero, after all. Like his 
recent soiree into the jungle, he 
modified a fleet of his planes to 
rescue what they could before...

BECCA
Nobody talks about what happened.

GERTRUDE
It’s best to re-imagine a future 
you can control. Fortunately for 
you, I’ve done just that--convinced 
the Governor to offer you a choice.

BECCA
Between what?

GERTRUDE
Two soldiers. 

BECCA
How kind of him.

GERTRUDE
They’ve just returned from the war.

She hands Becca two photos as they near “The Coronation of 
Napoleon” painting. Becca looks back at all the art.

BECCA
I wonder which ones are real?

GERT
I used to wonder that, too, but 
then I realized it doesn’t matter. 
As Founders, our destiny lies in 
creating something new... 

(MORE)
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And right now, we’re creating a 
whole new world from scratch... 

Becca glances at the photos--one of Colton and one of Isaac.

INT. MILITARY HOSPITAL - DAY

Isaac sits in a hallway with other soldiers in chairs waiting 
as Colton texts. DOCTOR 1 steps out and shakes his head.   

DOCTOR 1
I’m sorry... He didn’t--

Colton stands up and leaves abruptly.

INT. ELEVATOR - DAY

Isaac reads Colton’s face sensing something being withheld. 

ISAAC
It should’ve been me.

COLTON
Sam would’ve said the same thing if- 

ISAAC
Ya ever just wanna disappear from 
the world--forget everything?

COLTON
It’s a nice fantasy, but...

ISAAC
What?

COLTON
Nothing.

ISAAC
You’re full of shit.

COLTON
This whole city’s full of shit. 

The elevator opens into a BARRAGE OF NEWS CAMERAS, FLASHING 
BULBS and a reporters with microphones.  

REPORTER 1
Sgt Blake... Congratulations on 
being chosen for the Promise.

GERT (CONT'D)
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ISAAC
What are you talking about?

REPORTER 1
You haven’t heard? 

Isaac glances at Colton who steps away.

REPORTER 2
The Governor nominated you.

ISAAC
But--

REPORTER 2
The best of the best, he said.

REPORTER 3
Are you familiar with Ms. Strauss.

ISAAC
Who?

REPORTER 1
The women you’ll be spending the 
next three months with.  

ISAAC
No... and I don’t--

REPORTER 2
You do realize how rare this is--a 
chance to become a Founder.

REPORTER 1
Word on this street is that the 
Governor gave her a choice.

REPORTER 3
Is it true you write poetry?

Another glance at Colton, who slips away through the crowd. 

REPORTER 2
What kind of poetry is it?

REPORTER 3
How’s it feel to be the first 
soldier poet vying for a chance--

CUT TO:
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INT. BECCA’S CONDO - DAY

Becca in front of her TV watching the 5 o’clock news. 

REPORTER 1
A chance to win the heart of a 
Founder like Rebecca Strauss?

Becca turns off the TV, picks up her phone and selects mom. 

INT. SUV - DAY

Evening sunlight falls filters through the windshield of an 
SUV. Colton eyes the reporters following Isaac, who gets in.

ISAAC
You set me up.

COLTON
Think of it as having a choice.

ISAAC
Between what?

COLTON
Getting your dick wet for a few 
months or going home, cuz you’re 
not going back in the field.

ISAAC
But--

COLTON
We almost fucking died, Man!

ISAAC
I just--

COLTON
Stop! I get it! It’s no different 
from when we were kids. It’s not in 
your DNA, and that’s fine, but I 
can’t look the other away any more.

Coltons bites his tongue as Isaac slides back into his seat. 

ISAAC
So I just play along for a few 
months, and then what?
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